










Mucosa Gingiva

Primary dentition, baby teeth, with 
normal spaces between the teeth



The labial frenum is fibrous tissue between the the lip and 
the mucous membrane above the gum tissue.



A diastema is a space between teeth.





The "ugly duckling" stage is often mistaken by parents as an orthodontic problem 
because there is a space between the top central incisors. This may be the norm 
between ages 7 through 12 years of age, and usually is not connected with a 
permanent space between the teeth. In this stage baby teeth are being lost and 
permanent teeth have not completely erupted. 



A panoramic x-ray of a 7 year-old child. One can 
notice the complex mix of the permanent and 
the primary teeth at this stage. 



The soft tissue lining the 
inside of the cheek.





Lingual frenum

(the underside of the tongue)



(the top side of the tongue)



Healthy gingiva, gum tissue, is coral pink in color and has a 
stippled or orange peel surface texture.

(Gums)(Gums)



Pigmentation in the gum tissue is normal in African Americans.



The front part of the hard palate is covered by irregular ridges



The hard palate is the bony “roof” of the mouth.

The soft palate partially separates the mouth from the throat



The uvula is the fleshy lobe hanging down from the back of the soft palate.







An infection in the mouth by the fungus, Candida Albicans, is known as thrush, and it is 
characterized by white patches on a red surface. 





An inflammation of the tongue



This is the initial outbreak of an infection with the virus, Herpes Simplex.
In this picture painful sores can be observed on the lips and gums.  The 
gums are very red and swollen.



Sores can also be inside the mouth on the 
tongue, floor of the mouth, throat and cheeks.  



(Symptoms)

Enlarged lymph nodes in the neck
Feeling run down and tired



Take medication for fever and pain
Soothing mouthrinse



Minor (most common)
•Generally located on the lining of the lips, 
cheeks, soft palate and floor of the mouth

•Tend to be small and shallow ulceration

Major
•Larger and deeper ulceration

Herpetiform
•More numerous and look like blisters





•Cause is unknown

•Treat to relieve symptoms

•Healing
Minor – 7 to 10 days, without scarring

Major – 2 to 4 weeks, may scar



•Discolorations inside the tooth
•Fluorosis – enamel color change and irregularities

•Tetracycline – dark bands

•Discolorations on the tooth surface
•Iron stain - accumulation of Iron from supplements



White flecking of the enamel in mild fluorosis

(Mild)(Mild)



(Moderate)(Moderate)

Moderate and severe forms of fluorosis have changes in 
the enamel surface and color that are easier to see.











The dark brown on these teeth is from iron and can be removed.





Fluid trapped beneath a thin layer of mucous membrane



The same as a mucocele but located on the floor of the mouth



Hemangioma



The lingual frenum is too short resulting in a tongue-tied condition





A tumor or abnormal enlargement of the gum tissue present at birth.













































Caries (tooth decay or cavities)
•a disease that involves many factors 
•the disease process is started by bacteria (Streptococcus Mutans). 
•bacteria break down carbohydrates (sugar is a carbohydrate)
•acids are produced that cause minerals to be lost from the teeth
•mineral loss results in cavities

Three things must be present for tooth decay to occur:
•a tooth
•bacteria (flora)
•sugar (substrate)



The germs that cause tooth decay are transmitted from the mouth of 
the mother to the baby. 



Early Childhood Caries



Early Childhood CariesEarly Childhood Caries

One or more decayed, missing, or filled primary teeth in a child
less than 6 years old is ECC.



Early Childhood CariesEarly Childhood Caries



Early Childhood CariesEarly Childhood Caries



Early Childhood CariesEarly Childhood Caries

Abscess

An abscess means the infection has spread to the inside of a tooth.



Decay in the crevices on the chewing surfaces of back teeth









Fluoride reduces the risk of developing 
tooth decay.



A dentist or physician must prescribe fluoride supplements.



































Teeth are jammed into the gum



Teeth that are pushed out of the gum tissue and bone



Knocked out (avulsed) 







- a wound produced by tearing









Wear a 
mouthguard or 
mouth protector 
when playing 
sports to protect 
the teeth, lips, 
tongue, face and 
jaw.





Information in this program was adapted from a series 
on oral health for healthcare professionals by the 

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, and Proctor 
and Gamble Oral Health Products.  The information 
has been revised to be useful to general audiences.




