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South Dakota Department of Health 

Beth Dokken—Division Director—Division of Family & Community Health 

Dr. Denise Hanisch—Medical Director 

Sadie Hedges—Newborn Screening Coordinator 

Kristy Jackson—CYSHCN Director/Title V Representative 

Amy Wu—Newborn Screening Biostatistician  

 

South Dakota Medicaid 

Dr. Clarissa Barnes—Medical Director 

 

Sanford Health 

Dr. Laura Davis-Keppen—Sanford Children’s Hospital, South Dakota Newborn Screening Consultant 

(2025-) 

Dr. Isum Ward—Sanford Children’s Hospital, South Dakota Newborn Screening Consultant (2025-) 

Dr. Rachel Li—Sanford Children’s Hospital, Medical Genetics (2025-) 

 

Avera Health 

Alyssa Christensen—Avera McKennan, OB Nurse Manager (2025-) 

 

University of South Dakota 

Dr. Jessica Messersmith—Interim Dean, School of Health Sciences—Professor, Communication Sciences 

and Disorders (2025-) 
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Monument Health 

Vacant 

 

South Dakota Services for the Deaf 

Dr. Carly Johnson--Director of Audiology (2025-) 

 

South Dakota Hands & Voices 

Vacant 
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