
Recommended Laboratory HIV Testing Algorithm  

for Serum or Plasma Specimens 

 

  

   HIV-1/2 antigen/antibody combination immunoassay 

 

 

 

(+)    (-)    

     

Negative for HIV-1 and HIV-2  

         Antibodies and p24 antigen 

 

  HIV-1/2 antibody differentiation immunoassay  

 

 

 

HIV-1 (+)   HIV-1 (-)   HIV-1 (+)   HIV-1 (-) or indeterminate 

HIV-2 (-)   HIV-2 (+)   HIV-2 (+)    HIV-2 (-) 

           

HIV-1 antibodies  HIV-2 antibodies  HIV antibodies  

   detected     detected     detected    

 
                 HIV-1 NAAT   
(+) indicates reactive test result    

(-) indicates nonreactive test result 

NAAT: nucleic acid amplification test 

        HIV-1 NAAT (+)           HIV-1 NAAT (-) 
             Acute HIV-1 Infection         Negative for HIV-1 
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