
CDC’s Sexually Transmitted Infections Treatment Guidelines, 
2021 provides current evidence-based prevention, diagnostic and 
treatment recommendations that replace the 2015 guidance. The 
recommendations are intended to be a source for clinical guidance.

REDUCING RISING SYPHILIS RATES
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Infection
No symptoms 
(1-90 days)

Primary Syphilis
Chancres at 
site of infection 
(disappears after 
some weeks)

Secondary 
Syphilis
Disseminated rash 
(after 1-6 months; 
lasts for 3 months)

Latent Syphilis
Serological proof 
of infection but 
no/minor signs 
and symptoms

Tertiary Syphilis
Benign gummas, cardiovascular, 

or neurosyphilis

874 Adult Syphilis Cases in 2021.

This represents a 1050% 
increase from the 5-year median.
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Now Available 2021 Treatment Guidelines, with app available: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/provider-resources.htm
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