SOUTH DAKOTA
VIOLENT DEATH REPORTING SYSTEM

DOH.SD.GOV/SD-VDRS

SDVDRS

Violent Deaths in South Dakota, 2020

What is SD-VDRS?

The South Dakota Violent Death Reporting System (SD-VDRS) is a CDC-funded statewide surveillance system that collects
information on suicides, homicides, deaths of undetermined intent, unintentional firearm deaths, and legal intervention deaths
that occur in the state. Information collected comes from multiple data sources: death certificates, coroner reports, toxicology

reports, and law enforcement reports. The purpose of this program is to understand and aid in the prevention of violent deaths in
South Dakota.
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Violent Deaths by Quarter
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Demographics

Female I 20%
Male I 30%

Race
White I 62%

Am. Indian IS 30%

Suicide 75% Age Group
Homicide G 21% <10 12%

Unintentional Firearm W 2% 20-29 N 23%

30-39 I 22%

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- o Other M 8%
Suicides accounted for 75% of violent deaths in 2020 i

! Undetermined Intent W 2%

40-49 WM 14%

50-59 WM 13%

60-69 M 8%
70+ I 10%

of violent deaths were firearm-related

The largest proportion of violent deaths
were among males, individuals aged 20-

29 years, and those who were White.

10-19 W 9% |
Firearm I /S |

Hanging, strangulation, suffocation N 32%

Poisoning I 8% T '
Violence is a major public health problem
and preventing violent deaths starts with
knowing the facts.

SD-VDRS data can be used to:

Sharp instrument [l 5% E
| * Inform decision makers

Personal weapons (fist, feet, hand) W 2%

Blunt instrument W 2%

* Educate communities

* Develop and tailor prevention
efforts

e Evaluate the impact of
prevention programs

Unknown B 2%
Drowning | 0.4%

Fall 10.4%
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