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October 15, 2020

We will begin in just a few moments. Thanks!



This is an emerging, rapidly evolving situation. Information in this 
presentation is current as of October 14, 2020. Please check the South 
Dakota Department of Health website for the most current information 
and guidance.

COVID.sd.gov

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
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Coronavirus Situation (as of October 14, 2020)

• International
• 38,002,699 confirmed cases
• 1,083,234 deaths

• United States (50 states + DC)
• 7,168,077 confirmed cases
• 205,372 deaths

• South Dakota
• 30,215 confirmed cases
• 291 deaths
• 23,320 recovered cases

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx


Epidemiologic “Epi” Curve of COVID-19 Cases, 
by Onset Date

As of October 14, 2020



COVID-19 Case Map, by County
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Hospital Capacity Updates

As of October 14, 2020



General Testing Recommendations
Medical providers are recommended to test individuals with signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-
19 infection, including:

• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
As of June 18, 2020



Reporting COVID-19 Tests to SD-DOH
• Reminder:  Coronavirus respiratory syndromes are a Category I disease

• Report immediately on suspicion of disease

• Reporting mechanisms:
• Electronic Laboratory Report (ELR) – HL7 message to SD Health Link (health information exchange)

• Flat file (CSV) – Secure email

• Disease reporting website – sd.gov/diseasereport

• Fax – 605.773.5509

https://apps.sd.gov/ph93morbidity/secure/index.aspx


Changing Age Distribution of the COVID-19 Pandemic – United 
States, March 1 – September 19, 2020

Boehmer TK, DeVies J, Caruso E, et al. Changing Age Distribution of the COVID-19 Pandemic — United States, 
May–August 2020. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 2020, 69(39), 1404–1409. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e1

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e1


COVID-19 Trends Among School-Aged Children –
United States, March 1 – September 19, 2020

Leeb RT, Price S, Sliwa S, et al. COVID-19 Trends Among School-Aged Children — United States, March 1–September 
19, 2020. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 2020, 69(39), 1410–1415. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e2

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e2


Recent Increase in COVID-19 Cases Reported 
Among Adults Aged 18-22 Years – United States, 
May 31 – September 5, 2020 Salvatore PP, Sula E, Coyle JP, et al. Recent Increase 

in COVID-19 Cases Reported Among Adults Aged 
18–22 Years — United States, May 31–September 5, 
2020. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 2020, 
69(39), 1419–1424.
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e4exte
rnal icon

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6939e4


Case Series of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome 
in Adults Associated with SARS-CoV2 Infection –
United Kingdom and United States, March – August 
2020

Morris SB, Schwartz NG, Patel P, et al. Case Series of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Adults Associated with 
SARS-CoV-2 Infection — United Kingdom and United States, March–August 2020. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
2020, 69(40), 1450–1456. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6940e1

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6940e1


Age Distribution of COVID-19 Cases in SD
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Selected CDC Updates
Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html

Interim Considerations for Testing for K-12 School Administrators and Public Health Officials: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html

Clinical Care Guidance for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care.html

Transmission Dynamics by Age Group in COVID-19 Hotspot Counties — United States, 
April–September 2020: 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6941e1.htm?s_cid=mm6941e1_x

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6941e1.htm?s_cid=mm6941e1_x


Laboratory Guidance



• Hospitalized individuals
• Healthcare workers, first responders, and active military
• Critical infrastructure workers in food manufacturing and agriculture
• Individuals in communal living settings like long-term care facilities
• Underinsured or uninsured individuals
• Low-income individuals or individuals unable to pay for testing
• Homeless individuals

It is a statewide priority that ALL individuals with symptoms of COVID-19 be tested for 
SARS-CoV-2 with the recommendation from a health care provider

Statewide Priority Populations for 
SARS-CoV-2 Testing



• Symptomatic hospitalized patients
• Symptomatic healthcare workers, first responders, and active military
• Symptomatic individuals in congregate living settings like LTC facilities
• Symptomatic individuals with no way to pay for testing

• Asymptomatic participants in state-sponsored sentinel surveillance:
− Long-term care (staff and residents)
− K-12 schools (adults)
− Corrections (week of 10/19)
− Tribes (tiered rollout beginning week of 10/19)

SDPHL COVID-19 Testing Priorities



• FDA has issued Emergency Use Authorization for the following:
– 182 (2):   Molecular Diagnostic Tests for SARS-CoV-2
– 56 (3): Serological Tests
– 35:   Molecular-Based Laboratory Developed Tests for SARS-CoV-2
– 6 (1): Antigen Diagnostic Tests for SARS-CoV-2

• Notable Updates:
− Antigen Test:  Access Bio, CareStart COVID-19 Antigen Test
− Diagnostic Test:  Hologic, Aptima SARS-CoV-2 Assay

− Testing of asymptomatic individuals
− Testing of pooled samples

FDA EUA Updates

https://www.fda.gov/media/142916/download


Abbott ID Now Tests
Abbott ID Now
• Molecular test
• CLIA waived
• Requires the ID Now instrument
• Often performed in a lab or POC
• Frontline healthcare and higher ed 

Abbott BinaxNOW
• Antigen test
• CLIA waived
• No instrument required
• Often performed POC
• LTC and K-12



• SDDOH is sponsoring a statewide validation study of the Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 
antigen test in long-term care and corrections settings.

• SDDOH will evaluate the ability of the Abbott BinaxNOW COVID antigen test to detect 
SARS-CoV-2 in symptomatic and asymptomatic populations.

• SDDOH seeks the following:
− Data from facilities where parallel or reflex testing occurred that includes the 

Abbott BinaxNOW and the gold-standard method, RT-PCR.
− Facilities that currently perform the BinaxNOW COVID tests who are willing to 

perform dual collection for on-site BinaxNOW testing as well as off-site molecular 
testing.

Statewide Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 
Validation Study



• Existing data:
− BinaxNOW testing performed on symptomatic or asymptomatic individuals
− BinaxNOW testing was reflexed to molecular testing.
− Specimens for BinaxNOW and molecular testing collected within 24 hours, 

preferable within 8 hours.

• Future partnership:
− BinaxNOW testing performed on symptomatic or asymptomatic individuals.
− Facility willing to collect dual specimens for on-site BinaxNOW testing and RT-PCR 

testing at the SDPHL.

Abbott BinaxNOW Validation Study:               
Participation Requirements



• SDDOH will provide all resources for the validation study.
− Abbott BinaxNOW tests were provided to long-term care facilities and will be 

provided to Correctional Health teams across the state.
− Foam swabs for nasal specimen collection and viral transport medium will also be 

provided by the SDPHL for side-by-side collection with the BinaxNOW nasal 
specimen.

− SDPHL will provide packaging and shipping supplies, testing, and a full report for 
all specimens submitted for RT-PCR testing as a part of this study.

Abbott BinaxNOW Validation Study:               
Resources Provided



• The study will begin immediately with an initial minimum goal of 200 paired data 
points or until at least 30 COVID-positive individuals have been tested using both the 
BinaxNOW and a molecular method such as RT-PCR.

• Initial enrollment will focus on long-term care facilities that perform the Abbott 
BinaxNOW COVID antigen test as a part of CMS required weekly/monthly testing.

• The complete study may include as many as 500 data points from a variety of settings 
throughout South Dakota.

Abbott BinaxNOW Validation Study:               
Additional Details



• Long-term care facilities that would like to enroll in the Abbott BinaxNOW validation 
study should contact the following:  Chris.Qualm@state.sd.us

• SDDOH will provide additional opportunities for participation in the validation study 
as Abbott BinaxNOW COVID antigen tests become available to other groups.

• If you have questions about the Abbott BinaxNOW COVID antigen test validation 
study, please contact the following:  Tim.Southern@state.sd.us

Abbott BinaxNOW Validation Study:               
Enrollment

mailto:Chris.Qualm@state.sd.us
mailto:Tim.Southern@state.sd.us


Long Term Care 



Disease Impact – United States 
as of 09.27.20

https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg/

https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg/


o Cumulative Total Resident Cases – 790

o Cumulative Total Resident Active Cases – 169*

o Cumulative Total Resident Deaths – 149

o Cumulative Total LTC with Case – 150

o Current Total of LTC with Case - 111

o Cumulative Total Case in Staff – 596

o Total Active Cases in Staff – 334*

o Cumulative Total Staff Hospitalized – 21

*self-reported by touch-base calls
As of 10/14/2020

Long Term Care in South Dakota 
Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Centers



Staff Testing Frequency & Visitation –
based on the extent of the virus in the community (county) 

• County positivity rate 

• Community Activity Low (<5% ).
• Community Activity Medium (5-10% ) week.
• Community Activity High (>10% ).

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-39-nh.pdf

https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-39-nh.pdf
https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg
https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx


Testing for COVID 19
Facilities can meet the testing requirements through the use of rapid Point-of-Care (POC) 
diagnostic testing devices or through an arrangement with an offsite laboratory. Diversify 
your capability.

Quidel Sofia 2:
• COVID Testing kits are available 

o We have a good stock available on these testing kits
o Full allocation levels should be available in early October

BD Veritor :
COVID testing kits have started to roll in more frequently from BD

Full monthly allocations are available
We are able to move product around to meet demands currently

Abbott Bianax Now:
These testing kits are not currently available through distribution. The Federal Government 
will send allocations out to LTC facilities automatically. 

POC testing device re-supply – McKesson or your distributor



Compliance – to meet the intent of the regulations

• Please keep in mind the intent of the regulations and how best to care for residents. 

• Facilities can meet the visitation regulation by revising their policies and procedures (plan) to 
ensure person-centered visitation is reasonably allowed and will occur based on the core 
principles of COVID-19 infection prevention and the COVID-19 test positivity rate in the 
community (county).

• Facilities can meet the testing requirements using the rapid Point-of-Care (POC) diagnostic 
testing devices or through an arrangement with an offsite laboratory. 

• The labs of choice may include Avera, LabCorp, Monument, or Sanford. 
• Use the federal funds through the CARES Act to help support your routine testing efforts. 
• The South Dakota Public Health Lab will not conduct routine testing in Nursing Homes.

• Documentation is key to show compliance.



Testing for COVID 19 Comparison Study –

Abbott BinaxNOW and RT-PCR - asymptomatic or symptomatic staff or resident

Provider using Abbott BinaxNOW

• Provider to collect dual samples 
• Provider test sample using Abbott BinaxNOW
• Providers send the other sample to the SDPHL for PCR testing

Email chris.qualm@state.sd.us if you would like to participate. 

mailto:chris.qualm@state.sd.us


Infection Prevention



Strategies to Mitigate Healthcare 
Personnel Staffing Shortages

As staffing shortages in healthcare facilities become a concern- please refer 
to the recommendations in order to maintain appropriate staffing and safe 

work environment for both staff and patient care:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/mitigating-staff-
shortages.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/mitigating-staff-shortages.html


Flu Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic

“When is it safe to administer the flu vaccine to someone who 
has had or is recovering from COVID?”

When that individual has come off isolation precautions and has 
recovered from COVID, they can receive the influenza vaccine. 

Links and FAQs regarding flu vaccine during COVID: 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/season/faq-flu-season-2020-2021.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/season/faq-flu-season-2020-2021.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


Clinical Questions about 
COVID-19: New FAQs on 

Testing in Nursing Homes

Provides answers to frequently asked 
questions- including role of confirmatory 

testing and management of individuals with 
potential false-positive or false-negative 

antigen test results. 

Link Here



Upcoming Education and Webinars



NHSN Point of Care Test Result Reporting for LTCFs 
Webinar 

The new NHSN option will enable nursing homes to enter point of care (POC) SARS-CoV-2 

laboratory test data into the NHSN application. NHSN, in turn, will report the nursing home 

POC laboratory test data electronically to the public health agency, state or local, that 

has jurisdictional authority and responsibility to receive and use the nursing home’s 

data. Deidentified nursing home POC laboratory also will be reported via existing public health 

reporting mechanisms to the US Department of Health and Human Services in accordance with 

the U.S. Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act requirements. 



Two Webinar Options (same content- different platforms):

#1
Title: Reporting Results of Point of Care Testing for COVID-19: A New NHSN Pathway
Date: October 22, 2020
Time: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM ET

Join ZoomGov Meeting
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1613111399?pwd=NjNCR0svMFk3N1JtUWhZVUxOT3YxUT
09

Meeting ID: 161 311 1399
Passcode: 6x+*.8bx

Dial by your location
+1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)
+1 646 828 7666 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 161 311 1399
Passcode: 73848065
______________________________________________________________________

#2
Title: Reporting Results of Point of Care Testing for COVID-19: A New NHSN Pathway
Date: October 23, 2020
Time: 2:00 – 3:00 PM ET

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd-2orzooHuSyPRJ5icjmzTkwOlSrC1k

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1613111399?pwd=NjNCR0svMFk3N1JtUWhZVUxOT3YxUT09
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd-2orzooHuSyPRJ5icjmzTkwOlSrC1k


AHA Living Learning Network Micro-Learning Session 

PPE Preservation Strategies 

Date: Thursday, October 15th  
Time: 1:00PM - 1:45PM EST 
Link: (Register Here)

Learn about the latest COVID-19 PPE preservation strategies presented by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Healthcare Resilience Working Group. The speakers will walk through the new 
PPE Preservation Planning Toolkit developed to help hospitals and health systems prevent a PPE shortage. 
Participants will be able to ask questions in real-time on how to use the toolkit, its positive impacts on 
managing PPE, and the estimated length of time PPE supplies can be sustained throughout your 
organization. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QJMRube-Xk6EsjzBj3s2pvzz6iw1f4BCuEAg0zIEwmBUOVJBSzBFWEZUTUFVVzAwQllHVVRJMldEViQlQCN0PWcu&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM40345&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20-October%2013%2C%202020&deliveryName=USCDC_425-DM40345


Community Mitigation



Dashboard 

As of October 14, 2020



Supply Chain Management



All requests for PPE from DOH must be:
• Emailed to COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us, 
• Faxed to 605.773.5942, or 
• Called in to 605.773.3048 to ensure prioritization and coordination of 

requests. 

• Do not duplicate your request by using all three means of communication. 

• Any requests received through any other email or number will all be 
directed to email COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us OR call 
605.773.3048 and requesting entities must provide information regarding 
their current facility status.

mailto:COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us
mailto:COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us


On-going Communication



Helpful sources of information:

covid.sd.gov

coronavirus.gov

• SD COVID-19 Help Line:  800-997-2880

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Communications
• SD-HAN:  sdhan.sd.gov
• Epi Listserv
• Lab Listserv
• HAI Listserv
• OLC Listserv

Visit covid.sd.gov to subscribe

https://sdhan.sd.gov/
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDEPI&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDLABLIST&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDHCASSOCINFECTIONS&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDOLC&A=1


Questions?

Follow-up after the webinar
COVID Helpline: 800-997-2880
Epidemiology:    605-773-3737
Laboratory:  605-773-3368

COVID.sd.gov
COVIDSD@state.sd.us

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
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