


PPE

• SD DOH PPE REQUEST

• All PPE required for specimen collection

• N-95 (Or high level Respirator) or Facemask if respirator is not available

• PAPR also appropriate

• Eye Protection

• Gloves

• Gown

• Performing Broad-Based Testing for SARS-CoV-2 in Congregate Settings

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/COVID-19_PPE_Supply_Request_Form.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html


Orders for testing
• Orders for testing will have to come from a medical director, facility physician, or 

other physician.  Standing orders, or individual orders will be appropriate.



Supplies Needed

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): N95 equivalent or higher-level respirator (or facemask if respirators are not available), facemasks, 

gloves, gowns, eye protection (goggles or disposable face shields that cover the front and sides of the face), and physical barriers (e.g., 

plexiglass).

Cloth face coverings or facemasks for people being tested.

Sanitation and hygiene: cleaning and disinfection supplies; trash bags and cans; touchless dispensers with hand sanitizer;1 handwashing 

station with potable water, soap, and paper towels; and supplies for cleaning a spill of transport media or biological specimens.

Registration and interview materials:2 folding chairs, folding table, clipboards, pens, markers, specimen sticker labels,3 paper forms, 

laptops or tablets, software,4 and access to power.

Test kits: plastic specimen transport bags, sterile swabs, specimen collection vials with transport media, and prefilled labels.

Educational materials: as needed

General supplies: tape to mark lines for 6 feet of separation, cooler and ice packs, on-site refrigeration with temperature monitor, first aid 

kit, portable pulse oximeter, and portable blood pressure cuff/monitor for use by the on-site medical team.

Notes:
1 Alcohol-based hand rub with 60%-95% alcohol.
2 Use items made of materials that can be cleaned between individuals.
3 Ideally, preprinted with space for date, name, date of birth, ID number, and specimen type.
4 Contact tracing software being used by public health authority or spreadsheet with fields for demographic information, location and date of testing, and results.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/hand-hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html


Planning

• PPE requirements vary based on the staff’s role in specimen collection and whether they will be 6 feet away from the person being 

tested (Table): ◦Gloves and facemask are needed for staff who will not be directly involved in specimen collection or who will be 

greater than 6 feet away from person being tested.

◦ Gown, N95 equivalent or higher-level respirator (or facemask if a respirator is not available), gloves, and eye protection are 

needed for staff collecting specimens or working within 6 feet of the person being tested.

• Consider whether you can minimize the number of staff needed and amount of PPE used by having individuals collect their own 

specimens while being supervised by healthcare providers who are at least 6 feet away.

• Ensure that all staff involved in specimen collection are appropriately trained and wear PPE as appropriate to their role. 

Training includes proper use of PPE, including donning and doffing; and proper technique for specimen collection.

For staff having direct contact with participants or specimens, gloves should be changed and hands sanitized after every participant. 

Staff not having regular direct contact with participants or specimens should change their gloves and sanitize their hands after

contacting individuals or potentially contaminated surfaces.

Staff should change or clean and sanitize eye protection when it is soiled (e.g., after a patient sneezes or coughs onto it) or 

whenever they touch it or take it off.

Staff should change their respirators and facemasks whenever they are soiled or become wet or whenever they touch them or take 

them off.

Staff should change their gown when it becomes soiled or when they have more than minimal contact with the person being 

swabbed. They may wear the same gown to swab more than one person, provided they minimize contact with the person being 

swabbed.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html


Physical Space



Donning and Doffing PPE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html


PPE Donning and Doffing FAQ’s
• Used PPE can go into regular trash

• There are many different Donning and Doffing Procedures, so please refer to 

facility policy

• Risk reduction activities

• Outside/garage collection

• Facemask over mouth of person collected

• other



• Collect swabs for SARS-CoV-2 following the appropriate laboratory and CDC Infection Control Guidance, 

as well as in consultation with your facility or system level infection control staff.

• Interim Guidelines for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens from Persons for 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

• Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Patients with Suspected or 

Confirmed Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Healthcare Settings

• Using Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Performing Broad-Based Testing for SARS-CoV-2 in Congregate Settings

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html


• Ensure your facility has appropriate quantity of PPE available to perform testing following CDC guidelines 

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html ).

PPE can be requested from the State of South Dakota using the following link (SD DOH PPE REQUEST )

• Ensure N-95 fit tested employees are available to perform specimen collection at your facility.

• Assess the number of healthcare personnel (HCP) at your location.  HCP include, but are not limited to, emergency 

medical service personnel, nurses, nursing assistants, physicians, technicians, therapists, phlebotomists, pharmacists, 

students and trainees, contractual staff not employed by the healthcare facility, and persons not directly involved in patient 

care but who could be exposed to infectious agents that can be transmitted in the healthcare setting (e.g., clerical, dietary, 

environmental services, laundry, security, engineering and facilities management, administrative, billing, and volunteer 

personnel).

Plan for 1 test per HCP 

• Identify the laboratory that will be performing this mass testing event

Obtain collection, shipping supplies, and laboratory requisitions from laboratory

Consult with the lab to identify specimen collection, source, shipping requirements, as well as proper documentation.

• Orders for testing will have to come from a medical director, facility physician, or other physician.  Standing orders, or 

individual orders will be appropriate.

• Collect swabs for SARS-CoV-2 following the appropriate laboratory and CDC Infection Control Guidance, as well as in 

consultation with your facility or system level infection control staff.

Interim Guidelines for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens from Persons for Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19)

Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Patients with Suspected or Confirmed Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Healthcare Settings

Using Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/COVID-19_PPE_Supply_Request_Form.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html


• Hospitalized individuals

• Healthcare workers, first responders, and active military

• Critical infrastructure workers in food manufacturing and 

agriculture

• Individuals in communal living settings like long-term care facilities

• Underinsured or uninsured individuals

• Low-income individuals or individuals unable to pay for testing

• Homeless individuals

Priority Populations for SARS-CoV-2 Testing



• Diagnostic Tests:  detect active SARS-CoV-2 infections; SARS-

CoV-2 is the virus that causes COVID-19.  

• Antibody Tests:  detect past SARS-CoV-2 infections; antibody 

tests typically detect IgM and/or IgG

• Mass Testing:  testing a large number of individuals in a short 

amount of time to determine the prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 in a 

specific population

• Sentinel Testing:  testing a few asymptomatics members of a 

population over time (ie. each week) 

Testing for SARS-CoV-2



• Must be ordered by a health care provider

• Participants or patients must consent to testing

• Information is gathered that must accompany the specimen

✓ Name and date of birth

✓ Address

✓ Phone number 

• Specimens are collected using:

✓ Appropriate PPE

✓ Appropriate specimen collection technique

• Specimens are packaged and shipped to a laboratory for 

testing

Testing for SARS-CoV-2:  Requirements



First Responder: Specimen Collection

Sterile SalineFoam Swabs

Collection Instructions:  

https://www.puritanmedproducts.com/videos/library/video/

21

https://www.puritanmedproducts.com/videos/library/video/21


First Responder: Packaging Materials

Tyvek EnvelopeBiohazard Bag



Nasal Specimen Collection Instructions

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

Collection Instructions:  

https://www.puritanmedproducts.com/videos/library/video/

21

https://www.puritanmedproducts.com/videos/library/video/21


Additional Instructions:  Specimen Collection

Open swab pouch from 

stick end

Do not open swab pouch 

from swab end



Additional Instructions:  Packaging

Following collection, 

break-off or cut plastic 

shaft leaving swab in 

the vial.  Recap the 

vial.

Place vial with swab in 

the plastic biohazard 

bag and seal by 

removing plastic tape 

strip.

Place biohazard bag 

with specimen and the 

requisition in the Tyvek 

envelope and seal the 

envelope.

Place specimens in 

provided cooler with 

frozen ice packs (also 

provided – but you will 

need to freeze them)



Additional Instructions:  Shipping



SARS-CoV-2 Testing and Results

• SDPHL provides 24-48 hour turn-around time on SARS-CoV-2 

testing but TAT is test volume-dependent

• Results will be given to the ordering health care provider listed on 

each requisition

• Secure Fax:  for providers with a secure fax agreement in 

place

• USPS:  hardcopy result by mail if secure fax agreement is not 

in place

• The ordering healthcare provider will provide the SARS-CoV-2 test 

result to each participant


