
2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

South Dakota Department of Health

January 21, 2021

We will begin in just a few moments. Thanks!



This is an emerging, rapidly evolving situation. Information in this 
presentation is current as of January 20, 2021. Please check the South 
Dakota Department of Health website for the most current information 
and guidance.

COVID.sd.gov

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx


• Situation Update

• Laboratory Guidance

• Long Term Care

• Vaccination Update

• Community Mitigation

• Supply Chain Management

• On-going Communications

• Q&A Session

Agenda
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Coronavirus Situation (as of January 20, 2021)

• International
• 94,963,847 confirmed cases
• 2,050,857 deaths deaths

• United States (50 states + DC)
• 24,135,690 confirmed cases
• 400,306 deaths

• South Dakota
• 106.063 confirmed and probable cases
• 1,667 deaths
• 100,293 recovered cases

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx


Epidemiologic “Epi” Curve of COVID-19 Cases, 
by Date Reported to SD-DOH

As of January 20, 2021 Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



COVID-19 Case Map, by County

As of January 20, 2021
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Substantial Community Spread
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General Testing Recommendations
Medical providers are recommended to test individuals with signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-
19 infection, including:

• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
As of June 18, 2020

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Reporting COVID-19 Tests to SD-DOH
• Reminder:  Coronavirus respiratory syndromes are a Category I disease

• Report immediately on suspicion of disease

• Reporting mechanisms:
• Electronic Laboratory Report (ELR) – HL7 message to SD Health Link (health information exchange)

• Flat file (CSV) – Secure email

• Disease reporting website – sd.gov/diseasereport

• Fax – 605.773.5509

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://apps.sd.gov/ph93morbidity/secure/index.aspx


Emergence of SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.7 Lineage —
United States, December 29, 2020–January 12, 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7003e2.htm?s_cid=mm7003e2_w
Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7003e2.htm?s_cid=mm7003e2_w


COVID-19 Trends Among Persons Aged 0–24 Years — United 
States, March 1–December 12, 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7003e1.htm?s_cid=mm7003e1_w

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7003e1.htm?s_cid=mm7003e1_w


South Dakota Data Among Persons Aged 0-24 Years
0-24y 0-17y 0-4y 5-10y 11-13y 14-17y 18-24y

Cases 25720 12560 1838 2870 2627 5225 13160

Female 13522 6413 879 1415 1355 2764 7109
Male 12198 6147 959 1455 1272 2461 6051

Native 
American

3996 2392 441 595 524 833 1603

Other 2066 999 178 264 205 352 1067
Unknown 2143 894 137 178 182 397 1249
White 17515 8274 1082 1833 1716 3643 9241

Hospitalizations 274 107 33 15 11 48 167
Deaths 3 0 0 0 0 0 3

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Selected CDC Updates
Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html

Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test or Recovery from COVID-19 for All Air 
Passengers Arriving in the United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html

Ensuring the Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html


Laboratory Guidance

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



• SDPHL maintains significant stocks of supplies used for the collection of the following 
specimens:
− Nasal swab
− Nasopharyngeal swab
− Oropharyngeal swab
− Sputum

• Free available supplies include a variety of swab types (flocked, foam, etc.) and Remel 
M4RT medium (without beads)

• Requests for specimen collection supplies can be submitted to the following
− Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
− Tim.Southern@state.sd.us

Specimen Collection Supply Availability

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

mailto:Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
mailto:Tim.Southern@state.sd.us


QIAGEN QIAreach – EUA Withdrawn

• On January 20, 2021, QIAGEN withdrew from the Food and Drug 
Administration their EUA submission for the QIAreach SARS-CoV-2 
antigen test citing the need for additional data.

• QIAGEN plans to resubmit two separate EUA applications in 
February and March and will likely bring the QIAreach SARS-CoV-2 
antigen test to market in April.

• Given this development, SDPHL will not be able to place eHub 
devices and QIAGEN antigen tests in South Dakota.

• SDPHL will reevaluate SARS-CoV-2 antigen testing opportunities 
and needs in South Dakota in February.  

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing:  Abbott BinaxNOW

• SDDOH continues to accept requests for BinaxNOW antigen cards
− Joan.Adam@state.sd.us
− Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
− Tim.Southern@state.sd.us

• Inquiries for BinaxNOW resources can also be directed to:
− Dorothy.Ahten@abbott.com

• Studies are emerging about the performance of BinaxNOW:
− Pollock et al 2021
− Perchetti et al 2020
− Pilarowski et al 2020

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

mailto:Joan.Adam@state.sd.us
mailto:Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
mailto:Tim.Southern@state.sd.us
mailto:Dorothy.Ahten@abbott.com
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.09.21249499v1.full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7654907/


• SDPHL now offers COVID-19 antibody testing.  
Criteria are as follows:

− Tests:  IgM; IgG
− Acceptable Specimen Types:  Serum or plasma
− Required Specimen Volume:  Minimum 1.5 ml
− Test Results:  Positive; Negative
− Turn-Around Time:  48-72 hours
− Cost:  Free while federal funds are available

• Please use the previously published SDPHL PUI 
Form when submitting specimens for SARS-CoV-2 
diagnostic testing. 

COVID-19 Testing Reminders…

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/news/COVID_SubmitterForm.pdf


**On January 7, CDC issued a “Dear Colleague Letter” that outlines processes for IGRA 
and TST for patients that may also receive a COVID mRNA vaccine.**

• For healthcare personnel or patients who require baseline TB testing (at onboarding 
or entry into facilities) at the same time they are to receive a COVID-19 mRNA 
vaccine, CDC recommends:
− Perform TB symptom screening on all healthcare personnel or patients.
− If using IGRA, draw blood prior to COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.
− If using TST, place prior to COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.
− If COVID-19 mRNA vaccination has already occurred, defer TST or IGRA until 4 

weeks after completion of 2-dose COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.

• Additional information can be found in CDC’s letter

Tuberculosis Screening and COVID-19 

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/testing/healthcareworkers.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/basics/signsandsymptoms.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/letters/covid19-mrna.html#:%7E:text=For%20healthcare%20personnel%20or%20patients,to%20COVID-19%20mRNA%20vaccination


Long Term Care 

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

Disease Impact – United States as of 1.03.21

https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg/

https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg/


Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

Long Term Care in South Dakota 
Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Centers

o Current Number of LTC Facilities with Case – 62* (35 case in staff only)

o Cumulative Total LTC Facilities with Case – 214

o Current Active Cases in a Resident – 281*

o Cumulative Total Resident Cases – 3,342

o Cumulative Total Resident Deaths – 801

o Current Active Cases in Staff – 66*

o Cumulative Total Case in Staff – 1,182

o Cumulative Total Staff Hospitalized – 29

*self-reported by touch-base calls as of 01.19.2021 - all data is provisional



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

10.78 cases /1,000 residents

as of 01.03.2021



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

2.91 deaths/1,000 residents



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

Continue to remain vigilant. 
• Current CMS and CDC guidance, as of now, has not yet changed. 

• Providers should continue to follow the Core Principles of Infection Control until updated 
guidance is issued by CMS and CDC.

• CMS guidance allows for visitation to be conducted through different means based on a 
facility’s structure and residents’ needs. 

• Completed vaccination series should allow the Administrator and Governing Board confidence 
in allowing safe visitation as well as resident movement outside of the facility.

• Regardless of the vaccination status of residents and staff in your facility, continue to follow 
current Infection Control, PPE, and Visitation guidance. 

• DOH will review and update the current Back to Normal Nursing Home Reopening Plan when 
new guidelines are provided by CMS and CDC.



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

The Core Principles of COVID-19 
Infection Prevention

The Core Principles of COVID-19 Infection Prevention
• Screening of all who enter the facility for signs and symptoms of COVID-19 (e.g., 

temperature checks, questions or observations about signs or symptoms), and 
denial of entry of those with signs or symptoms

• Hand hygiene (use of alcohol-based hand rub is preferred)
• Face covering or mask (covering mouth and nose)
• Social distancing at least six feet between persons
• Instructional signage throughout the facility and proper visitor education on 

COVID19 signs and symptoms, infection control precautions, other applicable 
facility practices (e.g., use of face covering or mask, specified entries, exits and 
routes to designated areas, hand hygiene)

• Cleaning and disinfecting high frequency touched surfaces in the facility often, 
and designated visitation areas after each visit

• Appropriate use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
• Effective cohorting of residents (e.g., separate areas dedicated COVID-19 care)
• Resident and staff testing are accessible



Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

BinaxNOW Testing Kits - Update
! Please note - Federal direct allocation of BinaxNOW testing kits to 

providers in communities with high test positivity rates will continue 
until March 2021.

• Testing for COVID-19 is one of the most important actions to reduce spread of 
disease, inform clinical care, and drive public health decision-making. 

• State allocation was sent out Tuesday, January 19th.

• After March 2021, providers in communities with high test positivity rates may 
order BinaxNOW Kits from the state. 

• Providers with an excess amount of BinaxNOW Testing supplies should 
contact Cindy Koopman-Viergets at email 
Cindy.KoopmanViergets@state.sd.us. 

mailto:Cindy.KoopmanViergets@state.sd.us


Vaccination Update

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Doses Administered

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Weekly 1st Doses Projected

Pfizer 5,850

Moderna 5,100

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Bonus Doses

Pfizer vaccine typically yields 1 or 2 extra doses 

Moderna vaccine may yield 1 or 2 extra doses

DO NOT POOL VACCINE FROM MULTIPLE VIALS

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Priority groups
https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/Vaccine/COVIDV
accineDistribution_Phase1.pdf
1A 19,265 21,165 Vaccinated

1B 10,867 1,862 Vaccinated-not including CVS/Walgreens

1C 49,642 15,248 Vaccinated

1D 265,561

1E 227,448

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/Vaccine/COVIDVaccineDistribution_Phase1.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccine: Expected Vaccine Availability in South Dakota

Due to limited allocation of the vaccine, the South Dakota Department of Health will use COVID-19 infection rates and will follow recommendations  
from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) to guide which counties will receive the vaccine first.

AS OF 01-13-21

Phase Population Group January February March April May-December

1A Frontline healthcare workers and  
long-term care facility healthcareworkers

1B Long-term careresidents

1D

EMS, public health workers, andother  
healthcare workers (lab & clinicstaff)

1C

Law enforcement, correctionalofficers

Persons aged 65 years and older  
Starting w/those 80 yearsof age and older  

(Age to be lowered in coming weeks)

High risk patients-
dialysis, post-transplant, and activecancer

1D

High risk residents in congregatesettings

Persons with 2 or more  
underlying medical conditions

Teachers and other school/college staff

1E

Funeral serviceworkers

Fire servicepersonnel

Includes public-facing workers in  
essential and critical infrastructure

Phase  
2 All others 16 years andolder

w
e arehere

Starting January
18

Estimated Vaccine Availability
Note: Tribal vaccine allocation & administration is handled by the IHS 

Veteran vaccine allocation & administration ishandled by the VA

Not intended for
press or for 

reporting purposes.

https://www.cisa.gov/critical-infrastructure-sectors
https://www.ihs.gov/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/
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Community Mitigation

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



UPDATES
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Supply Chain Management

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



All requests for PPE from DOH must be:
• Emailed to COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us, 
• Faxed to 605.773.5942, or 
• Called in to 605.773.3048 to ensure prioritization and coordination of 

requests. 

• Do not duplicate your request by using all three means of communication. 

• Any requests received through any other email or number will all be 
directed to email COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us OR call 
605.773.3048 and requesting entities must provide information regarding 
their current facility status.

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

mailto:COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us
mailto:COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us


On-going Communication

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.



Helpful sources of information:

covid.sd.gov

coronavirus.gov

• SD COVID-19 Help Line:  800-997-2880

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Communications
• SD-HAN:  sdhan.sd.gov
• Epi Listserv
• Lab Listserv
• HAI Listserv
• OLC Listserv

Visit covid.sd.gov to subscribe

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://sdhan.sd.gov/
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDEPI&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDLABLIST&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDHCASSOCINFECTIONS&A=1
https://listserv.sd.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SDOLC&A=1


Questions?

Follow-up after the webinar
COVID Helpline: 800-997-2880
Epidemiology:    605-773-3737
Laboratory:  605-773-3368

COVID.sd.gov

Not intended for press or for reporting purposes.

https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
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