
 
a public health message from the 

  
MEDICAL EVALUATION AND TREATMENT FOR LATENT TB INFECTION (LTBI) 

 
Patients with a positive TB skin test or positive Interferon Gamma Release Assay (IGRA) blood test (i.e. Quantiferon, T-spot). 

 
 

High-risk latent TB infection patient: 
• Foreign-born person who entered the US in the last 5 years 
• Persons evaluated for tumor necrosis factor-alpha therapy 
• Immunosuppressive therapies (i.e. high dose steroids) 
• Radiographic evidence of prior TB 
• Children less than 5 years of age 
• Close contacts to infectious TB 
• HIV infection 
• Diabetes 
• Renal dialysis 
• Silicosis 
• Organ transplant 
• Head and neck cancers 
• Leukemia 
• Hodgkin’s disease 

Report to Department of Health 
for nurse case management and 

free treatment. 

Low-risk latent TB infection patient: 
(patients without specified risk factors) 

Complete a chest radiograph and clinical evaluation. 

Complete a chest radiograph and clinical evaluation. 

Normal chest 
radiograph 

Abnormal chest radiograph or 
symptoms of active TB (i.e. cough, 

fever, weight loss) 

Report to Department of 
Health as soon as 

possible for suspected 
active TB. 

Consider treatment for latent TB infection.   
• Patients should be educated about  drug 

toxicity. 
• Monthly clinical monitoring is 

recommended.   
• Treatment for low-risk patients will be at 

their own expense through a private 
pharmacy. 

• Routine laboratory monitoring is only 
indicated for patients at risk for hepatic 
disease. 

Treatment Guidelines: 
For additional information regarding the testing, evaluation and treatment recommendations for latent TB infection, please reference the 2000 CDC document “Targeted 
Tuberculin Testing and Treatment of Latent TB Infection” available at the following link: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr4906.pdf. 




