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IMPORTANT MEMO 
 

 Applying to be a Proctor for the Medication Aide Exam 
 Content Outline for the Medication Aide Exam 

South Dakota Board of Nursing recently implemented the Medication Aide Registry.   
 

Rules adopted in ARSD 20:48:04.01 in July 2014 require the Board to maintain a registry of 
individuals who have completed a Board approved 20-hour medication administration training 
program.  Registry status denotes only that the individual has met the minimal training and 
testing requirements necessary to accept the delegated task of medication administration by a 
licensed RN or LPN while under nurse supervision, but does NOT imply that an individual has met 
moral, ethical, or legal standards.  The Medication Aide Registry should not take the place of an 
employer’s hiring screening process or background check. 

1. Since May 1, 2015, practicing medication aides* trained via a Board of Nursing approved 20-hour 
training program can apply for registration by grandfathering.  As of September 2015, there are over 
2,100 registered medication aides. 

2. The Board is implementing the new requirement for med aide applicants to pass a registration 
exam, which is projected to be required for new medication aides as of January 1, 2016.  
Medication aides trained and working in the role of a medication aide will not be required to take 
this exam if they have applied for registration prior to December 30, 2015.  After January 1, 2016, 
RNs and LPNs may only delegate medication administration to medication aides listed on the 
Board’s registry.  Out of state medication aides applying for South Dakota registration will be 
required to provide proof of completion of out of state program and take the exam. 

3. After successful completion of medication aide training, a test Proctor must be identified (we 
anticipate that this will most often be the RN trainer).  The Proctor must have on file with the Board 
a signed Proctor Agreement Form and must adhere to guidelines set forth within it while overseeing 
the applicant’s exam. Send completed proctor forms to Winora.robles@state.sd.us 

After successfully completing the exam and submitting an application, the individual will be listed on 
the South Dakota Medication Aide Registry.  Registration is valid for two years.  Registrants should 
keep current contact information on file with the Board.      
 
See page 2 for Content Outline. 
 
For more information and application information, please see http://doh.sd.gov/boards/nursing/   
 
For more about grandfathering or the medication aide registry, contact Linda.Young@state.sd.us or 
Winora.Robles@state.sd.us 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF NURSING 

UNLICENSED ASSISTIVE PERSONNEL 
4305 S Louise Ave Suite 201  Sioux Falls SD 57106 

TEL: (605) 362-2760     FAX: (605) 362-2768 

http://legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=20:48:04.01
http://doh.sd.gov/boards/nursing/documents/ProctorAgreementForm.pdf
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