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South Dakota Board of Massage Therapy 
Regular Meeting 

Monday, October 17, 2016 
 

President Kappel called the meeting to order at 10:34 am central and declared a quorum. 
 
Present in Person:  Board Members Karen Kappel, Linda Zeller, Christine Ellwein, Meg Johnson 
and Bridget Myers; Executive Secretary Jennifer Stalley; administrative staff Lisa Harsma; legal 
counsel Jim Carlon; and Assistant Attorney General Grant Flynn.  Also present in person:  Becky 
Herrmann, Laura Brien, Shawn Guenthers, Rhanda Heller, Sonya Francis and Olawa Rae-
Bruhjell. Present via telephone:  Gene Heller. 
 
Public Forum 
 
Kappel asked for public comments.  Becky Herrmann and Rhanda Heller addressed the Board. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Motion to approve the proposed agenda by Zeller.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried. 
 
Executive Session 
 
Motion to go into executive session for consideration of contested cases at 10:39 am by Zeller.  
Seconded by Ellwein.  Motion carried.  Myers was recused from the Executive Session. Stalley 
and Harsma were also recused from the Executive Session. 
 
Motion to come out of executive session at 11:04 am by Ellwein.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to refer complaint file 2016-004 to another state agency for review and recommendation 
by Ellwein.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried.  Myers was recused. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion to approve the Board Minutes of March 14, 2016 with a corrections to motions 
concerning the approval of the legal services contract and executive services contract by Zeller.  
Seconded by Ellwein.  Motion carried. 
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Financial Report 
 
Motion to approve the Financial Report as of October 1, 2016 by Zeller.  Seconded by Johnson.  
Motion carried. 
 
Office Update 
 
Stalley presented the Board with an updated copy of the massage therapy statutes. 
 
Stalley presented the Board with a draft letter to law enforcement and states attorneys regarding 
the changes to the massage therapy made during the 2016 legislative session.  Motion to send the 
letter as presented to law enforcement and states attorneys by Myers.  Seconded by Johnson.  
Motion carried. 
 
Stalley presented the Board with an update in the 2016 renewal. Stalley reported that 767 
licensees have renewed or submitted a renewal application as October 14, 2016; 45 licensees 
have gone inactive, and approximately 60 licensees have yet to take any steps to renew.  Of the 
received renewal applications to date, 47% were submitted as a paper application and 53% were 
submitted online.  Renewal ended on September 30 and the reinstatement period ends on 
October 31.  Stalley reported that the renewal period has been successful with very few questions 
or issues with the online system or the renewal process. 
 
Stalley presented the Board with a list of new licensees and temporary permits since the last 
meeting. 
 
Unlicensed Complaint Dismissal and Referral Process 
 
The Board reviewed the policy concerning dismissing and referring complaints regarding 
unlicensed practice.  Myers indicated she disagrees with the policy and the lack of action by the 
Board regarding unlicensed practice.  Myers requested the Board appoint a member of the Board 
to serve on a committee with local law enforcement agencies and community groups working to 
address issues concerning unlicensed practice and human trafficking.  Kappel asked that the 
request be vetted through legal counsel and the Department of Health before proceeding with any 
changes.  Motion by Zeller to defer the issue until the next meeting.  Seconded by Ellwein.  
Motion carried. 
 
Continuing Education Hardship Request 
 
The Board considered a request by Christine Schleske for an extension of time to meet the 
continuing education requirements for renewal of her license.  Motion to deny the request of 
Christine Schleske for an extension of time to meet the continuing education requirements for 
renewal of her license by Ellwein.  Seconded by Zeller.  Motion carried. 
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2017 Meeting Schedule 
 
Motion to set the 2017 meeting dates of the Board as April 10, 2017 and October 16, 2017 by 
Ellwein.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried.  Myers voted No. 
 
Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Hongyan Aldredge (#2016-001) 
 
The Board noted the time and place for the Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Hongyan 
Aldredge (#2016-001).  Aldredge did not appear for the hearing.  Motion to deny the application 
of Hongyan Aldredge by Johnson.  Seconded by Zeller.  Motion carried. 
 
Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Ru Smith (#2016-002) 
 
The Board noted the time and place for the Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Ru Smith 
(#2016-002).  Smith did not appear for the hearing.  Motion to deny the application of Ru Smith 
by Zeller.  Seconded by Ellwein.  Motion carried. 
 
Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Hongchun Ma (#2016-003) 
 
The Board noted the time and place for the Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Hongchun 
Ma (#2016-003).  Ma did not appear for the hearing.  Motion to deny the application of 
Hongchun Ma by Ellwein.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried. 
 
Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Rhanda Heller (#2016-005) 
 
Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Rhanda Heller (#2016-005).  The Board noted the time 
and place for the Hearing in the Matter of the Licensure of Rhanda Heller.  Heller appeared 
before the Board and presented information about her renewal application.  Myers was recused 
from the hearing. 
 
Executive Session 
 
Motion to go into executive session for consideration of contested cases at 2:10 pm by Johnson.  
Seconded by Ellwein.  Motion carried.  Myers was recused. 
 
Motion to come out of executive session at 2:24 pm by Johnson.  Seconded by Ellwein.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to deny the appeal of Rhanda Heller regarding her 2016 renewal application by Ellwein.  
Seconded by Zeller.  Motion carried.  Myers was recused. 
 
Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards Annual Meeting Report 
 
Myers provided an update in her participation in the Federation of State Massage Therapy 
Boards annual meeting.  She highlighted the sessions she attended and the resolutions considered 
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at the meeting.  A copy of the Federation’s annual report can be found on its website for more 
details on the meeting. 
 
Long Term Finance Workgroup Report 
 
Zeller presented an update on the Long Term Finance Workgroup.  Zeller presented an overview 
of costs for other state boards, the average costs associated with massage licensure and renewal 
in other states and the current Board revenues. 
 
The Long Term Finance Workgroup presented a recommendation to increase the fee for a new 
license, renewed license and reactivated to $65 (from $45), increase late fees to $80 (from $75), 
increase the fee for an inactive license to $30 (from $25) and increase the fee for a temporary 
permit to $75 (from $50).  The Long Term Finance Workgroup recommended including these 
fee changes in the proposed changes to the administrative rules.  The Board reviewed the 
recommendation. 
 
Motion to approve the recommendation of the Long Term Finance Workgroup regarding fee 
increases and include the proposed fee changes in the administrative rule change proposal by 
Zeller.  Seconded by Johnson.  Motion carried. 
 
Proposed Revisions to Administrative Rules 
 
The Administrative Rules Review Workgroup presented recommended changes to ARSD Article 
20:76.  The Board reviewed the proposed changes. 
 
Motion to approve the proposed changes to the administrative rule, including the fee changes 
adopted from the Long Term Finance Committee and the addition of allowing up to 2 hours of 
continuing education each continuing education cycle for licensees who attend board meetings, 
subject to style and form recommendations by the Legislative Research Council and that the 
proposed changes be presented to the Department of Health for approval to begin the formal 
rules revision process by Johnson.  Seconded by Myers.  Motion carried. 
 
Election of Officers 
 
Motion to elect the slate of officers of Karen Kappel, President, Linda Zeller, Vice President, and 
Christine Ellwein, Secretary, by Johnson.  Seconded by Zeller.  Motion carried. 
 
Announcements 
 
There were no announcements. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ellwein.  Second by Zeller.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 
4:00 pm. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Christine Ellwein, Secretary 


