Infant Death Review Backgrounder

During the 11 year period, 2000-2010, there were 877 infant deaths of South Dakota residents.
Currently there are 3 child review panels in South Dakota (‘Sioux Falls Region, *IHS, *Pennington County).
Infants who die without leaving the hospital would not be investigated.

Using the past decade as a model, 49% of infant deaths would have never left the hospital (congenital
malformations, extreme underweight and immaturity); 33% of deaths would have been covered by an existing
infant death review panel. This leaves 18% of deaths (n=156) without a review process, average 14 per year.

Infant death review status Infant deaths (percent)

Infant deaths in other counties or jurisdictions 156 (18%)
Pennington-County 1+ week old 74 (8%)
American Indian residents1+ week old IHS service counties (Buffalo, Corson, Dewey, 103 (12%)

Lyman, Roberts, Shannon, Todd, Ziebach).
Sioux Falls Region 1+ week old (10 counties: (Brookings, Hanson, Lake, Lincoln, 112 (13%)

McCook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, Turner, Union).
Infants <1 week old who never left hospital. 432 (49%)
All infant deaths 887 (100%)
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" Deaths of infants who never left the hospital would not be reviewed (rough estimate first week of life).



