
Regional Infant and Child 
Mortality Review Committee

Founded in 1997
10 county review area 

(Minnehaha, Lincoln, Moody, 
Hansen, McCook, Union, 

Brookings, Turner, Lake, Miner)



Regional Infant and Child 
Mortality Review Committee

Review all infant & child deaths 
(<18yrs) where discharged from 
hospital and event/illness started 

in review area.
Average ~ 25 cases/yr



CAUSES OF INFANT 
DEATHS

CONGENITAL DEFECTS
PREMATURITY COMPLICATIONS
INFECTIONS, TUMORS, TRAUMA

SUDDEN UNEXPECTED INFANT DEATHS 
(SUID), NOT NECESSARILY SIDS



Some causes of deaths that occur suddenly and 
unexpectedly during infancy

Neglect 
or homicide

Hypothermia/
Hyperthermia

Natural
Diseases Poisoning

Unknown

Asphyxia

SIDS

SUID





Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS)

“Sudden death of an infant under one 
year of age which remains 
unexplained after a thorough case 
investigation, including performance 
of a complete autopsy, examination of 
the death scene, and review of the 
clinical history.”

* Willinger M, James LS, Catz C. Pediatr Pathol 1991; 11(5):677-684









WHAT CAN WE DO?



BACK TO SLEEP



Mortality rates due to SIDS, U.S., 1980-
2003
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SAFE SLEEP
Public Education

Medical Education



SAFE SLEEP

• SUPINE SLEEPING



SAFE SLEEP

• SAFE SURFACES



SAFE SLEEP

• BED SHARING CONCERNS



BETTER 
INVESTIGATION

MORE (? BETTER) AUTOPSIES
INVESTIGATOR TRAINING



The SUIDI Reporting Form

Eight Pages:
• Investigation Data
• Witness Interview
• Infant Medical History
• Infant Dietary History
• Pregnancy History
• Incident Scene Investigation
•Investigation Summary
•Investigation Diagrams
•Summary for the Pathologist







Infant mortality rates due to SIDS, SUID*, & 
unknown/unspecified causes, U.S., 1989-

2001
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SIDS, SUID, &
unknown/unspecified
causes combined

SIDS 

SUID and
unknown/unspecified
causes

*  SUID include accidental suffocation and strangulation in bed; other accidental suffocation and strangulation;  and  
neglect, abandonment and other maltreatment syndromes. 



MEASURES OF SUCCESS?

• LOOK AT TOTAL INFANT 
DEATH RATES, NOT JUST SIDS


